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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A foam cushion tape for flexographic printing, comprising 
a compressible polyurethane foam layer having a first side and an opposite second side; 
a composite reinforcing film comprising 

a reinforcing laver having a first side and an opposite second si de: and 
an anchoring a polymer lay er that -prevents cohesive failure of the reinforcing 
film, the polymer layer layer having a first side and an opposite second side, und u 
Ffeiii forcing layer having a first sid e and an opposite nooond side, 
wherein the first side of the anchoring po l ymer layer is disposed on the first side of the 
reinforcing layer, and further wherein the second side of the polyurethane foam is disposed on 
the second side of the oolvmer anchoring layer of the composite reinforcing film; 

a first adhesive disposed on the first side of the compressible polyurethane foam; and 
a second adhesive disposed on the second side of the reinforcing layer of the composite 
reinforcing film. 

2. (Original) The tape of claim 1, wherein the compressible polyurethane foam has a 
thickness of about 5 to about 60 mils (about 125 lo about 1500 micrometers). 

3. (Original) The tape of claim 1, wherein the compressible polyurethane foam has a 
thickness of about 12 to about 17 mils (about 300 to about 425 micrometers). 

4. (Original) The tape of claim 1, wherein the foam is open-celled 

5. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 1, wherein the anchoring polymer l ayer is 
selected from the group consisting of polyvinylidene chloride, polyorethane 3 copolyester, and 
nylon, and the reinforcing layer is selected from Ihe group consisting of polyethylene 
terephthalate. polybutylene terephthalate, polyvinyl, polycarbonate, and polyetherimide. 
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6. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 1 , wherein the webeffi^j?,^ 
comprises polyvinylidene chloride and the reinforcing layer comprises polyethylene 
terephthalaie. 

7. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 1 3 wherein the composite reinforcing film 
is formed by co-extrusion of the unohorlng ^olymer_laycr and the reinforcing layer. 

8. (Original) The tape of claim 1 , wherein the reinforcing layer is acid etched. 

9. (Original) The tape of claim 1 , further comprising a primer layer between the first 
adhesive and the polyurethane foam. 

10. (Original) The tape of claim 1, further comprising a release layer disposed on a 
side of the second adhesive layer opposite to the reinforcing layer. 

1 1 . (Original) The tape of claim 1 0, whereon the release layer comprises a release 
coating, an intermediate layer, and a liner, wherein the release coating is disposed on the second 
adhesive layer on a side opposite to the reinforcing layer, the intermediate layer is disposed on 
the release coating on a side opposite to the second adhesive layer, and the liner is disposed on 
the intermediate layer on a side opposite to the release coating. 

1 2. (Original) The tape of claim 1 1, wherein the release coating further comprises a 
second intermediate layer disposed on the liner on a side opposite to the intermediate layer, and a 
second release coating disposed on the second intermediate layer on a side opposite to the liner. 
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13. (Currently amended) A foam cushion tape for flexographic printing, comprising 
a compressible, open-celled polyurethane foam layer having a first side and an opposite 

second side, wherein the compressible polyurethane foam has a thickness of about 5 to about 60 

mils (about 125 to about 1 500 micrometers); 

a composite reinforcing film layer configured to reinforce the compressible foam layer, 

and comprising 

^rein forcing layer selected from the group consisting of polyethylene 
tcre phthalate. polybutylene tereohthalate. polyvinyl, polycarbonate, and polyethqrimide, 
and having a first side and an opposite second side, and 

aa-gwehor mg anolvmer layer that prevents cohes i ve failure of the rciaforcino; film, 
selected from the group consisting of polyurethane. nylon, copolv es ter. and poh/vinvlidcnc 
chloride, and h aving a first side and an opposite second side, and a rein fo rcing layer having a first 
side and an opposite second side, 

wherein the first side of the mchoringj ^lyjaieLlayer is disposed on the first side of the 
reinforcing layer, and further wherein 

the anchoring polymer lay e r is selected from the group consis lrag-o^p olyuxothano, 

ayteiire opolyester, and polyvinylidcn e chlorid er and the reinforcing lay e r is selec t e d from th e 
group con sis ting of polyethylene ter e phthalalo, polybutylcno terephthalate, p olyvinyl 
polycarbonate, and polyothorimidc, and furth e r wh erein 

the second side of the polyurethane foam is disposed on the anchoring p olymer 

layer of the composite reinforcing film; 

a first pressure sensitive adhesive disposed on the first side of the compressible 
polyurethane foam; and 

a second pressure sensitive adhesive disposed on the second side of the reinforcing layer 
of the composite reinforcing film. 

14_ (Original) The tape of claim 13, further comprising a release layer disposed on a 
side of the second adhesive layer opposite to the reinforcing layer. 
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15. (Original) The tape of claim 14, wherein the release layer comprises a release 
coating, an intermediate layer, and a liner, wherein the release coaling is disposed on the second 
adhesive layer on a side opposite to the reinforcing layer, the intermediate layer is disposed on 
the release coating on a side opposite to the second adhesive layer, and the liner is disposed on 
the intermediate layer on a side opposite to the release coating. 

1 6. (Original) The tape of claim 1 5, wherein the release coating further comprises a 
second intermediate layer disposed on the liner on a side opposite to the intermediate layer, and a 
second release coating disposed on the second intermediate layer on a side opposite to the liner. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A foam cushion tape for flexographic printing, comprising 
a compressible, open-celled polyurethane foam layer having a first side and an opposite 

second side, wherein the compressible polyurethane loam has a thickness of about 5 to about 60 
mils; 

a composite reinforcing film comprising 

a polymer Iaver comprising polyvinylidene fluoride anchoring lav e r that prevents 
cohes ive failure of Lhe reinforcing film, said polymer lay er having a first side and a second side, 
and 

a polyethylene terephthalate reinforcing layer having a first side and a second side A 
wherein the first side of the anchoring - polymer layer is disposed on the first side of the 

reinforcing layer, and further wherein the second side of the polyurethane foam is disposed on 

the first side of the anehorift^ polvmer layer of the composite reinforcing filnu 

a first pressure sensitive adhesive disposed on the first side of the compressible 

polyurethane foam; and 

a second pressure sensitive adhesive disposed on the second side of the reinforcing layer 

of the composite reinforcing film. 
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18. (Original) The tape of claim 17, further comprising a release layer disposed on a 
side of the second adhesive layer opposite to the reinforcing layer, wherein the release layer 
comprises a release coating, an intermediate layer, and a liner, wherein the release coating is 
disposed on the second adhesive layer on a side opposite to the reinforcing layer, the intermediate 
layer is disposed on the release coating on a side opposite to the second adhesive layer, and the 
liner is disposed on the intermediate layer on a side opposite to the release coating, 

19* (Original) The tape of claim 1 8, wherein the release coating further comprises a 
second intermediate layer disposed on the liner on a side opposite to the intermediate layer, and a 
second release coating disposed on the second intermediate layer on a side opposite to the liner. 

20-33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 1, wherein the aftsheringrpol ymer layer is 
a polyvinylidene chloride or a copolyester and the reinforcing layer is a polyethylene 
terephthalatc or polybutylene tercphthalate. 

35. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 34 % wherein the composite reinforcing 
film is formed by co-extnision of the anchoring polymer l ayer and the reinforcing layer, 

36. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 13, wherein the anchoring pol ymer layer 
is a polyvinylidene chloride or a copolyester and the reinforcing layer is a polyethylene 
terephthalatc or polybutylene tercphthalate, 

37. (Currently amended) The tape of claim 36 , wherein the composite reinforcing 
film is formed by co-extrusion of the anchoring n olvmcr layer and the reinforcing layer. 
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